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definition, is a minimum of four hours,
and no additional credit is received for
periods served over eight hours.

Standard of competence means the
level of proficiency to be achieved for
the proper performance of duties on
board vessels in accordance with na-
tional and international criteria.

STCW means the International Con-
vention on Standards of Training, Cer-
tification and Watchkeeping for Sea-
farers, 1978, as amended in 1995.

STCW Code means the Seafarer’s
Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping Code.

STCW endorsement means a certifi-
cate or endorsement issued in accord-
ance with STCW. An STCW endorse-
ment issued by the Officer in Charge,
Marine Inspection (OCMI), will be valid
only when accompanied by the appro-
priate U.S. license or document; and, if
the license or document is revoked,
then the associated STCW endorsement
is no longer valid for any purpose. Ref-
erences to STCW placed on a U.S. li-
cense or merchant mariner’s document
will suffice as STCW endorsements for
the mariner serving on a vessel operat-
ing exclusively on a domestic voyage
(i.e., to and from U.S. ports or places
subject to U.S. jurisdiction).

Underway means that a mobile off-
shore drilling unit is not in an on loca-
tion or laid up status. Underway in-
cludes that period of time when the
MODU is deploying or recovering its
mooring system.

Undocumented vessel means a vessel
not required to have a document issued
under the laws of the United States.

Upper level means a category of deck
and engineer licenses established for
assessment of fees. Upper level licenses
are those licenses for which the re-
quirements are listed in §§ 10.404 to
10.407 of subpart D of this part and
§§ 10.510, 10.512, 10.514, and 10.516 of sub-
part E of this part.

Western Rivers means the Mississippi
River, its tributaries, South Pass, and
Southwest Pass, to the navigational
demarcation lines dividing the high
seas from harbors, rivers, and other in-
land waters of the United States, and
the Port Allen-Morgan City Alternate
Route, and that part of the
Atchafalaya River above its junction
with the Port Allen-Morgan City Alter-

nate Route including the Old River and
the Red River, and those waters speci-
fied in 33 CFR 89.25.

Year means 360 days, for the purpose
of complying with the service require-
ments of this part.

[CGD 81–059 and CGD 81–059a, 52 FR 38623 and
38666, Oct. 16, 1987, as amended by CGD 87–
017, 53 FR 18562, May 24, 1988; CGD 81–059, 54
FR 132, Jan. 4, 1989; CGD 81–059a, 55 FR 14798,
Apr. 18, 1990; CGD 91–002, 58 FR 15237, Mar. 19,
1993; CGD 91–223, 60 FR 4524, Jan. 23, 1995;
CGD 91–212, 60 FR 65483, Dec. 19, 1995; CGD 95–
062, 62 FR 34529, June 26, 1997]

§ 10.105 Regional examination centers.
Licensing and certification functions

are performed only by the Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection, at the fol-
lowing locations:

Boston, MANew York, NYBaltimore, MDCharleston, SCMiami, FLNew Orleans, LAHouston, TXMemphis, TNSt. Louis, MOToledo, OHLong Beach, CASan Francisco, CAPortland, ORSeattle, WAAnchorage, AKJuneau, AKHonolulu, HI§ 10.107Paperwork approval.(a) This section lists the control numbers assigned by the Office of Management and Budget under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96–511) for the reporting and record keeping requirements in this part.(b) The following control numbers have been assigned to the sections indicated:(1) OMB 2115–0514—46 CFR 10.201, 10.202, 10.205, 10.207, 10.209, 10.470, 10.472, 10.474, 10.542, and 10.544.(2) OMB 2115–0111—46 CFR 10.302, 10.303, 10.304, 10.480.(3) OMB 2115–0624—46 CFR 10.304 and 10.309.[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as amended by CGD 81–059, 54 FR 133, Jan. 4, 1989; CGD 81–059a, 55 FR 14799, Apr. 18, 1990; CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34529, June 26, 1997]§ 10.109Fees.The following fees are required for license and registration activities in this part:(a) For licenses.(1) Upper level:(i) For evaluation for an original license, $87.(ii) For evaluation for a license other than an original, including a raise in grade in a license, $70.(iii) For administration of an examination, including allowable retests, $150.(iv) For administration of a limited examination required under subpart D of this part, including allowable retests, $55.(v) For issuance of a license, $35.(2) Lower level:(i) For evaluation for an original license, $82.(ii) For evaluation for a license other than an original, including a raise in grade of a license, $65.(iii) For administration of an examination, including allowable retests, $80.(iv) For administration of a limited examination required under subpart D of this part, including allowable retests, $55.(v) For issuance of a license, $35.(3) Radio Officer:(i) For evaluation for an original license, $62.(ii) For evaluation for a license other than an original license, $45.(iii) For issuance of a license, $35.(b) For endorsements, except the radar observer endorsement, subsequent to the issuance of the license.(1) For evaluation for single or multiple endorsements, $45.(2) For administration of examinations, including allowable retests, $55.(3) For issuance of single or multiple endorsements to an existing license, $35.(c) For renewal of a license.(1) For evaluation for renewal of a license, $45.(2) For administration of an open-book exercise if required under § 10.209 of this part, $55.(3) For issuance of a renewed license, $35.(4) For issuance of a renewed license, without evaluation or examination, for continuity purposes only, $35.(d) For Certificates of Registry.(1) For Chief Purser, Purser, and Senior Assistant Purser:(i) For evaluation of an unlicensed applicant for a certificate of registry, $62.(ii) For evaluation of an applicant who holds a license or certificate of registry issued under this part, $45.(iii) For issuance of a certificate of registry, $35.(2) For Junior Assistant Purser, Medical Doctor, and Professional Nurse:(i) For evaluation of an unlicensed applicant for a certificate of registry, $17.(ii) For evaluation of an applicant who holds a license or certificate of registry issued under this part, no fee.(iii) For issuance of a certificate of registry, $35.(3) For renewal of a Certificate of Registry:(i) For evaluation for renewal of a certificate of registry, no fee.(ii) For issuance of a renewed certificate of registry, $35.(e) For reissue of a license or certificate or registry issued in this part where a fee is required in § 10.219, $35.(f) For endorsements to existing license, a raise in grade of a license, an additional license, or certificate of registry where further evaluations are not required, no evaluation fee.(g) For endorsements to an existing license, a raise in grade of a license, or an additional license where further examinations are not required, no examination fee.[CGD 91–002, 58 FR 15237, Mar. 19, 1993; 58 FR 15901, Mar. 24, 1993, as amended by CGD 91–211, 59 FR 49297, Sept. 27, 1994]§ 10.110Fee payment procedures.(a) Unless otherwise directed, the prescribed fee must be paid as follows:(1) If an evaluation fee, at the time of application.(2) If an examination fee, prior to taking the first examination section.(3) If an issuance fee, prior to receiving the license or certificate of registry.(b) For examinations administered at locations other than a Regional Examination Center, the examination fee must be received by the Regional Examination Center at least one week in advance of the scheduled examination date, unless otherwise directed.(c) Prescribed fees must be paid by one of the following options:(1) Mail-in. Payment by check or money order only, made payable to one of the following:(i) U.S. Coast Guard;(ii) U.S. Government;(iii) U.S. Treasury;(iv) U.S. Department of Transportation.Fee payment by check or money order must have the applicant’s (payor’s) social security number included thereon.(2) In-person. Fee payment will be accepted by cash, check, or money order at Coast Guard units where Regional Examination Centers are located. Where an applicant makes payment by cash, payment must be in the exact amount. A check or money order must be payable as specified in paragraph (c)(1) of this section.[CGD 91–002, 58 FR 15237, Mar. 19, 1993]§ 10.111Penalties.(a) Anyone who fails to pay a fee or charge established under this subpart is liable to the United States Government for a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 for each violation.(b) The Coast Guard may assess additional charges to anyone to recover collection and enforcement costs associated with delinquent payments of, or failure to pay, a fee. Coast Guard licensing services may also be withheld from anyone pending payment of outstanding fees owed to the Coast Guard for services already provided by Regional Examination Centers.[CGD 91–002, 58 FR 15237, Mar. 19, 1993]§ 10.112No-fee license for certain applicants.(a) For the purpose of this section, a no-fee license applicant is a person who is a volunteer, or part-time or full-time employee of an organization which is:(1) Charitable in nature;(2) Not for profit; and(3) Youth oriented.(b) An organization may submit a written request to Commandant (G–MOC), 2100 Second Street SW., Washington, DC 20593–0001 in order to be considered an eligible organization under the criteria set forth in paragraph (a) of this section. With the written request, the organization must provide evidence of its status as a youth oriented, not for profit, charitable organization.NOTE: The following organizations are accepted by the Coast Guard as meeting the requirements of paragraph (a) of this section and need not submit evidence of their status: Boy Scouts of America, Sea Explorer Association, Girl Scouts of the United States of America, and Young Men’s Christian Association of the United States of America.(c) A letter from an organization determined eligible under paragraph (b) of this section must also accompany the person’s license application to the Coast Guard. The letter must state that the purpose of the person’s application is solely to further the conduct of the organization’s maritime activities. The applicant then is eligible under this section to obtain a no-fee license if other requirements for the license are met.(d) A marine license issued to a person under this section is endorsed restricting its use to vessels owned or operated by the sponsoring organization.(e) The holder of a no-fee license issued under this section may have the restriction removed by paying the appropriate evaluation, examination, and issuance fees that would have otherwise applied.[CGD 91–002, 58 FR 15238, Mar. 19, 1993, as amended by CGD 95–072, 60 FR 50460, Sept. 29, 1995; CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50726, Sept. 27, 1996; CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51042, Sept. 30, 1997]Subpart B—General Requirements for All Licenses and Certificates of Registry§ 10.201Eligibility for licenses and certificates of registry, general.(a) Each applicant shall establish to the satisfaction of the OCMI that he or she possesses all of the qualifications necessary (such as age, experience, character references and recommendations, physical health or competence and test for dangerous drugs, citizenship, approved training, passage of a professional examination, as appropriate, and, when required by this part, a practical demonstration of skills) before the OCMI will issue a license or certificate of registry.(b) No person who has been convicted by a court of record of a violation of 108the dangerous drug laws of the United States, the District of Columbia, or any State or territory of the United States is eligible for a license or certificate of registry, except as provided by the provisions of paragraph (h) of this section. No person who has ever been the user of, or addicted to the use of, a dangerous drug, or has ever been convicted of an offense described in section 205 of the National Driver Register Act of 1982 (49 U.S.C. 30304) due to the addiction or abuse of alcohol is eligible for a license or certificate of registry unless he or she furnishes satisfactory evidence of suitability for service in the merchant marine as provided in paragraph (j) of this section.(c) Except as provided in § 10.464(i) of the part, an applicant for a license must demonstrate an ability to speak and understand English as found in the navigation rules, aids to navigation publications, emergency equipment instructions, machinery instructions, and radiotelephone communications instructions.(d) An applicant for a license must meet the requirements for recent service specified in § 10.202(e).(e) No license or certificate of registry may be issued to any person who is not a citizen of the United States with the exception of operator of uninspected passenger vessels limited to vessels not documented under the laws of the United States.(f) Except as specified in this paragraph, no license or certificate of registry may be issued to a person who has not attained the age of 21 years.(1) A license as master of near coastal, Great Lakes and inland, inland, or river vessels of 25–200 gross tons, third mate, third assistant engineer, mate of vessels of 200–1600 gross tons, ballast control operator, assistant engineer (MODU), assistant engineer of fishing industry vessels, second-class operator of uninspected towing vessel, radio officer, assistant engineer (limited-oceans), or designated duty engineer of vessels of not more than 4000 horsepower may be granted to an applicant who has reached the age of 19 years.(2) A license as limited master of near coastal vessels of not more than 100 gross tons, limited master of Great Lakes and inland vessels of not more than 100 gross tons, mate of Great Lakes and inland vessels of 25–200 gross tons, mate of near coastal vessels of 25–200 gross tons, operator of uninspected passenger vessels, or designated duty engineer of vessels of not more than 1000 horsepower, may be granted to an applicant who has reached the age of 18 years.(g) Persons serving or intending to serve in the merchant marine service are recommended to take the earliest opportunity of ascertaining, through examination, whether their visual acuity, and color vision where required, are such as to qualify them for service in that profession. Any physical impairment or medical condition which would render an applicant incompetent to perform the ordinary duties of an officer at sea is cause for denial of a license.(h) Criminal Record Review. The OCMI may review the criminal record of an applicant for the issuance of a license or certificate of registry issued as an original or reissued with a new expiration date. An applicant conducting simultaneous merchant mariner’s credential transactions shall undergo only one criminal record check. Applicants must provide written disclosure of all prior convictions at the time of application.(1) If the applicant is advised that a criminal record check is required by the OCMI, applicants shall provide their fingerprints at the time of application. The fingerprints will be used to determine whether the applicant has a record of a criminal conviction. An application may be disapproved if a criminal record review leads the OCMI to determine that the applicant’s habits of life and character are such that the applicant cannot be entrusted with the duties and responsibilities of the license or certificate of registry for which application is made. If an application is disapproved, the OCMI will notify the applicant in writing of the reason(s) for disapproval and advise the applicant that the reconsideration and appeal procedures in § 1.03 of this chapter apply. No examination will be given pending decision on appeal.(2) The OCMI may use table 10.201(h) to evaluate applicants for licenses and 109certificates of registry who have criminal convictions. The table lists major categories of criminal activity and is not to be construed as an all-inclusive list. If an applicant is convicted of an offense that does not appear on the list, the OCMI will establish an appropriate assessment period using the list as a guide. The assessment period commences when an applicant is no longer incarcerated. The applicant must establish proof of the time incarcerated and periods of probation and parole to the satisfaction of the OCMI. The assessment period may include supervised or unsupervised probation or parole. A conviction for a drug offense more than 10 years prior to the date of application will not alone be grounds for denial.(3) When an applicant has convictions for more than one offense, the minimum assessment period will be the longest minimum in table 10.201(h) and table 10.201(i) based upon the applicant’s convictions; the maximum assessment period will be the longest shown in table 10.201(h) and table 10.201(i) based upon the applicant’s convictions.(4) If a person with a criminal conviction applies for a license or certificate of registry before the minimum assessment period shown in table 10.201(h), or established by the OCMI under paragraph (h)(2) of this section has elapsed, then the applicant must provide evidence of suitability for service in the merchant marine. Factors which are evidence of suitability for service in the merchant marine are listed in paragraph (j) of this section. The OCMI will consider the applicant’s evidence and may issue the license or certificate of registry in less than the listed minimum assessment period if the OCMI is satisfied that the applicant is suitable to hold the license or certificate of registry for which he or she has applied. If an applicant does not provide evidence of suitability for service in the merchant marine, then the application will be considered incomplete and will not be processed by the OCMI.(5) If a person with a criminal conviction applies for a license or certificate of registry during the time between the minimum and maximum assessment periods shown in table 10.201(h) or established by the OCMI under paragraph (h)(2) of this section, the OCMI will consider the conviction and, unless there are offsetting factors, may grant the applicant the license or certificate of registry for which he or she has applied. Offsetting factors include multiple convictions, failure to comply with court orders (e.g., child support orders), previous failures at rehabilitation or reform, inability to maintain steady employment, or any connection between the crime and the safe operation of a vessel. If the OCMI considers the applicant unsuitable for service in the merchant marine at the time of application, the OCMI will disapprove the application.(6) If a person with a criminal conviction applies for a license or certificate of registry after the maximum assessment period shown in table 10.201(h) or established by the OCMI under paragraph (h)(2) of this section has elapsed, then the OCMI will grant the applicant the license or certificate of registry for which he or she has applied unless the OCMI has reason to believe the applicant is still unsuitable for service in the merchant marine. If the OCMI disapproves an application based upon a conviction older than the maximum assessment period, the OCMI will notify the applicant in writing of the reason(s) for the disapproval. The OCMI will also inform the applicant, in writing, that the reconsideration and appeal procedures contained in § 1.03 of this chapter apply.
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§ 10.107 Paperwork approval.
(a) This section lists the control

numbers assigned by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget under the Paper-
work Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96–
511) for the reporting and record keep-
ing requirements in this part.

(b) The following control numbers
have been assigned to the sections indi-
cated:

(1) OMB 2115–0514—46 CFR 10.201,
10.202, 10.205, 10.207, 10.209, 10.470, 10.472,
10.474, 10.542, and 10.544.

(2) OMB 2115–0111—46 CFR 10.302,
10.303, 10.304, 10.480.

(3) OMB 2115–0624—46 CFR 10.304 and
10.309.

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as
amended by CGD 81–059, 54 FR 133, Jan. 4,
1989; CGD 81–059a, 55 FR 14799, Apr. 18, 1990;
CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34529, June 26, 1997]

§ 10.109 Fees.
The following fees are required for li-

cense and registration activities in this
part:

(a) For licenses.
(1) Upper level:
(i) For evaluation for an original li-

cense, $87.
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(ii) For evaluation for a license other
than an original, including a raise in
grade in a license, $70.

(iii) For administration of an exam-
ination, including allowable retests,
$150.

(iv) For administration of a limited
examination required under subpart D
of this part, including allowable
retests, $55.

(v) For issuance of a license, $35.
(2) Lower level:
(i) For evaluation for an original li-

cense, $82.
(ii) For evaluation for a license other

than an original, including a raise in
grade of a license, $65.

(iii) For administration of an exam-
ination, including allowable retests,
$80.

(iv) For administration of a limited
examination required under subpart D
of this part, including allowable
retests, $55.

(v) For issuance of a license, $35.
(3) Radio Officer:
(i) For evaluation for an original li-

cense, $62.
(ii) For evaluation for a license other

than an original license, $45.
(iii) For issuance of a license, $35.
(b) For endorsements, except the

radar observer endorsement, subse-
quent to the issuance of the license.

(1) For evaluation for single or mul-
tiple endorsements, $45.

(2) For administration of examina-
tions, including allowable retests, $55.

(3) For issuance of single or multiple
endorsements to an existing license,
$35.

(c) For renewal of a license.
(1) For evaluation for renewal of a li-

cense, $45.
(2) For administration of an open-

book exercise if required under § 10.209
of this part, $55.

(3) For issuance of a renewed license,
$35.

(4) For issuance of a renewed license,
without evaluation or examination, for
continuity purposes only, $35.

(d) For Certificates of Registry.
(1) For Chief Purser, Purser, and Sen-

ior Assistant Purser:
(i) For evaluation of an unlicensed

applicant for a certificate of registry,
$62.

(ii) For evaluation of an applicant
who holds a license or certificate of
registry issued under this part, $45.

(iii) For issuance of a certificate of
registry, $35.

(2) For Junior Assistant Purser, Med-
ical Doctor, and Professional Nurse:

(i) For evaluation of an unlicensed
applicant for a certificate of registry,
$17.

(ii) For evaluation of an applicant
who holds a license or certificate of
registry issued under this part, no fee.

(iii) For issuance of a certificate of
registry, $35.

(3) For renewal of a Certificate of
Registry:

(i) For evaluation for renewal of a
certificate of registry, no fee.

(ii) For issuance of a renewed certifi-
cate of registry, $35.

(e) For reissue of a license or certifi-
cate or registry issued in this part
where a fee is required in § 10.219, $35.

(f) For endorsements to existing li-
cense, a raise in grade of a license, an
additional license, or certificate of reg-
istry where further evaluations are not
required, no evaluation fee.

(g) For endorsements to an existing
license, a raise in grade of a license, or
an additional license where further ex-
aminations are not required, no exam-
ination fee.

[CGD 91–002, 58 FR 15237, Mar. 19, 1993; 58 FR
15901, Mar. 24, 1993, as amended by CGD 91–
211, 59 FR 49297, Sept. 27, 1994]

§ 10.110 Fee payment procedures.

(a) Unless otherwise directed, the
prescribed fee must be paid as follows:

(1) If an evaluation fee, at the time of
application.

(2) If an examination fee, prior to
taking the first examination section.

(3) If an issuance fee, prior to receiv-
ing the license or certificate of reg-
istry.

(b) For examinations administered at
locations other than a Regional Exam-
ination Center, the examination fee
must be received by the Regional Ex-
amination Center at least one week in
advance of the scheduled examination
date, unless otherwise directed.

(c) Prescribed fees must be paid by
one of the following options:
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